Studying neurosurgical implants for Parkinson disease: a question of design.
North American researchers' perspectives on designing neurosurgical implant studies for Parkinson disease (PD) challenged the custom of holding surgical trials to less stringent evidentiary standards than other clinical studies. Researchers supported placebo surgery-controlled trials. The framework they used to design and evaluate studies both of deep brain stimulation and cellular implants for PD may be applicable to a broad range of surgical implants for other disorders.